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Executive Summary 

Background 

With growing concern for regional and global environmental issues, many cities and 

communities are analyzing how they can respond to the effects of climate change and prevent 

future detrimental effects. As one neighbourhood-level solution, the City of Vancouver and 

Vancouver Park Board have identified the need for increased public access to environmental 

education (EE) in the 2014 Environmental Education Stewardship Action Plan. 

Purpose 

In spring 2018, UBC students in the Urban Planning Issues and Concepts (PLAN 425) 

course partnered with the Vancouver Park Board and City Studio to investigate the current 

state of environmental education in community centres, and the challenges associated 

with their implementation. A total of 23 community centres across Vancouver were surveyed 

through online research and in-person interviews with program coordinators. 

Challenges  

Through the discussions with respective community programmers, there were some 

overlapping challenges found between each centre that were preventing or hindering the 

implementation of EE. Below is a list of the most prominent challenges we found across all 

groups:  

● A lack of manpower and/or staff hours to implement additional programming for EE. 

A lack of general knowledge and public exposure about EE, why it is important, and how it could 

be implemented. 

● Uncertainty about funding: an overall need for resources and support to be made 

available to programmers, through the Vancouver Park Board. 

● Lack of access to suitable outdoor space and/or transportation to alternate EE locations. 

● A threat of risk or liability associated with outdoor activities. 

● A need for more partnerships, whether this be with other organizations in each 

respective community, or amongst community centre administrators.  
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Recommendations 

The following three recommendations represent the areas that PLAN 425 students collectively 

feel warrant the most attention: 

1. Establish a training program or collection of resources that community centres can 

access to support the integration of EE programming. The training program could take 

the form of instructive lessons or a guidebook, and should focus on equipping the 

community centre staff to promote and develop EE related programming specific to their 

community. 

2. Mentioned as a part of the Environmental Education and Stewardship Action Plan, the 

development of an up to date and comprehensive database of contacts, resources, and 

organizations should be prioritized. Connections should be facilitated between potential 

EE experts and programmers in each area. 

3. Community centres should focus on forming partnerships with local organizations to 

deliver EE programming. The information collected in this study (and from any future 

investigations) should be used to address the identified constraints related to expertise, 

manpower, financing and available space for each location. 
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1.0 Project Background and Goals 

1.1 Goals of the Project 

 In early February 2018, UBC students in the Urban Planning Issues and Concepts course 

were tasked to collaborate with the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation and CityStudio with 

the goal to: 

Investigate existing environmental education (EE) programming in community centres 

and identify opportunities for the Parks Board to expand them. 

This project marks the initial step in a broader process which bridges the resources of the 

Parks Board with facilitators of programs at community centres to cultivate support for EE. Further 

surveys and analysis of local practitioners of EE will be conducted in the future to develop 

strategies for implementation. 

This report provides an overview of the findings, challenges, and recommendations in 

providing EE programs and activities at four downtown community centres: Coal Harbour 

Community Centre, False Creek Community Centre, Roundhouse Community Arts and 

Recreation Centre, and West End Community Centre.  

1.2 Relevant Background 

This project stems from a number of recently published and emergent City of Vancouver 

and Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation plans and strategies such as the Environmental 

Education and Stewardship Action Plan (EESAP) and Biodiversity Strategy which both promote 

the enhancement of and access to Vancouver’s natural areas (Vancouver Board of Parks and 

Recreation, 2014a, 2016). As the primary driver of this project, the EESAP aims to integrate 

nature in every Vancouver resident’s daily experience through community centres, the protection 

of designated special wild places, and leadership from the Parks Board. It is critical to note that 

this project assists in fulfilling Action 22 of Goal 2.2 in the EESAP, which directs the Parks Board 

to “survey community centres to understand environment and nature focused programs and 

initiatives already underway, what partnerships are in place, and where best new opportunities 

may be” (Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, 2014a, p. 33). The Urban Forest Strategy 

and Vancouver Bird Strategy further promote nature’s important contributions to the health and 

PLAN 425
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economy of the city through programs to protect and restore habitats for native tree and bird 

species (Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, 2014b, 2015). As community centres are 

central hubs for social interaction and intergenerational learning, they are essential places to 

cultivate relationships with nature and achieve a more environmentally sustainable Vancouver. 

Finally, the territory on which all four community centres is located is the ancestral and unceded 

territory of the Musqueam, Skxwú7mesh, and Tsleil-Waututh Coast Salish nations (Simon Fraser 

Public Interest Research Group, 2018), an important acknowledgement that is critical to EE and 

its relation to the land. Furthermore, it is in direct relation to Goal 3.1, Action 34, of the EESAP 

(Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, 2014a, p. 36).  
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2.0 Focus Community Centres 

 Each community centre is located in a majority urban neighbourhood, with three out of 

four being located in Downtown Vancouver. As such, they all share unique characteristics of this 

urban environment, though each neighbourhood has its own traits as well. These characteristics 

are invariably reflected in the programming offered at the community centres.  

2.1 Roundhouse Community Recreation and Arts Centre 

The Roundhouse Community Recreation and Arts Centre is located at the corner of Davie 

Street and Pacific Boulevard within the Yaletown neighbourhood of Downtown Vancouver. This 

community centre is surrounded by a number of important amenities, including the Yaletown-

Roundhouse Canada Line Station, Elsie Roy Elementary School, False Creek Ferry Dock, David 

Lam Park and a number of businesses that service the densely populated neighbourhood. The 

community centre is a vibrant hub for arts and cultural programming with an exhibition hall, 

performance centre, and an outdoor turntable plaza for seasonal festivals. Popular programs 

offered include dance, pottery, music classes, and woodworking, as Roundhouse is the only 

community centre in Metro Vancouver that has a woodworking studio. 

Data from the 2016 Census shows that within the 800 meter radius (approximately 10 

minutes walking distance) tract of Roundhouse, there is a population of 6,976 people. About 70 

percent of the neighbourhood population is middle- to senior aged (45-99 years old) and the 

Centre’s programs are mostly aimed towards children and seniors. The median total household 

income in 2016 before tax was $47,701, 1.4 times higher than the median income of the City of 

Vancouver, at $32,964 (Statistics Canada, 2017). 

2.2 Coal Harbour Community Centre 

Coal Harbour community centre is located on the seawall near Stanley park on 480 

Broughton Street in Downtown Vancouver. The facility has multiple multi-purpose rooms, a dance 

studio, a gymnasium and a playground and focuses on arts and culture programming. It is also in 

a partnership with the West End Community Centre and Barclay Manor, as all three are jointly 

operated by the West End Community Centre Associate (WECCA). The community centre is very 

close to Harbour Green Park and Cardero Park along with many other services such as bike 

rentals and restaurants. The building overlooks the Vancouver Harbor and is close to many other 

businesses and services, such as bike rentals and local restaurants.  
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There is a population of 949 in the area immediately surrounding the Community Centre, 

with a median age of 51.5, according to the 2016 Census. The median total income of 

households before tax was $ 98,816 in 2016, 3 times higher than the average household income 

for the City of Vancouver (Statistics Canada, 2017). 

2.3 False Creek Community Centre 

The False Creek Community Centre is located on the tourist hot spot location of Granville 

Island. The Centre itself has space to accommodate indoor sports, fitness classes, crafts and 

birthday parties. The unique location of this centre provides access to the water park and to the 

local mariana for various waterway activities such as kayaking. The community centre is easily 

accessed by bike and pedestrians due to its close proximity to the seawall. The surrounding 

areas include restaurants, the Granville island market and other shops.  

False Creek community centre caters predominantly to seniors 55+, this likely will not vary 

over time as the community centre is in close proximity to multiple senior living centres. The 

median age for the area is 54.3 (City of Vancouver, 2017a) with 61% of the population ages 45 

and up. The median household income is $78,176, which is 1.2 times higher than the City of 

Vancouver’s median household income of $65,327 (Statistics Canada, 2017). 

2.4 West End Community Centre 

The community centre of Vancouver’s West End is located on the corner of Denman 

Street and Haro Street, and, being of close proximity to Vancouver’s bustling Robson Street, is 

surrounded by numerous shops and restaurants. The Centre shares a building with the 

Vancouver Public Library’s Joe Fortes Branch, and neighbours the West End’s only secondary 

school, King George Secondary. Amenities include photography dark rooms, a pottery studio, 

auditorium, ice rink, and a fitness centre with a steam room.  

Being a mere 13-minute walk away from its sister community centre, the Coal Harbour 

Community Centre, the West End Community Centre operates alongside it under the West End 

Community Centre Associate (WECCA). With a population of 47,200, 5% are aged below 19, and 

roughly 47% between 20-39. 32% of the population are aged between 40-65, with 65+ taking up 

the remainder. Median household income, at $51,410, is 1.6 times higher than the median 

income of the city as a whole (Statistics Canada, 2017). However, 23.3% of the households in the 

West End are classified as low-income (City of Vancouver, 2017b).   

PLAN 425
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3.0 Define Environmental Education 

3.1 Environmental Education Defined in Policies 

Though the purpose and goal of this research was clear, both came without a clear 

definition of EE, undoubtedly a critical part of our research and results. The mandate and 

directives from the Park Board provided some contours for what environmental education could 

be. First, environmental education must be linked to the themes expressed in the key strategies 

of the Parks Board - the Biodiversity, Urban Forest, and Bird Strategies, along with the EESAP. 

Importantly, the programs had to encourage or directly incorporate connections with nature, be it 

through learning on topics related to biodiversity and sustainability (among others); learning how 

to conduct ecological restoration and promotion; or engagement with natural materials through art 

or other activities (Park Board + Planning 425: Interview Information 2018). In addition, the 

citizens must be able to register for the program via community centres or it had to be offered as 

a partnership through the community centre(s) (Park Board + Planning 425: Interview Information 

2018). Finally, we were directed to exclude any food-related programming unless it involved 

interaction with the natural environment in some fashion (Park Board + Planning 425: Interview 

Information 2018). The EESAP also provided a definition of environmental education, borrowing 

from both the Government of Canada’s Framework for Environmental Learning and Sustainability 

in Canada, and the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. The 

Canadian Government’s definition notably highlights the need for critical thinking, questions, and 

continued dialogue in education that is “inextricably linked to values and ethical ways of thinking” 

(Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, 2014a, p. 7), while the United Nations defines 

environmental education as including education on “the values, behaviour and lifestyles required 

for a sustainable future” (Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation, 2014a, p. 8). 

3.2 Environmental Education Defined by the Group 

From this, our research group took a broad perspective on what type of programming 

could be considered EE. Any kind of programs offered at or through our four target community 

centres that assisted in promoting and teaching people about the values necessary for and 

methods to address threats to global and local sustainability would be considered environmental 

education. More specifically, this included programming that touched upon or was linked to one of 

four themes: (i) it was created as part of a Strategy of the Parks Board or directly related to 

suggestions in a Strategy (such as the Birds in Residence programs and the Bird Strategy); (ii) it 
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incorporates natural or renewable materials in such a way that the environmental aspect of the 

materials is addressed in the program (such as art from natural materials); (iii) it provides citizens 

with the means to live a more sustainable, eco-friendly lifestyle (such as urban gardening); and 

(iv) it fosters a connection to nature through exploration and understanding of the broader 

ecosystem. This broad perspective later made it possible to identify programs that were nearly 

environmental education and could be easily modified to incorporate some aspect of it.  

3.3 Redefining Environmental Education with Programmers  

Findings from our interviews with the programmers on what they saw as EE was more 

concerning. Though our interviews did not change our perspective on the definition of EE, this 

was in large part due to both a professed and perceived lack of understanding as to what EE is 

on behalf of the programmers. While some programmers had no idea what EE meant at all, 

others identified only small parts of the broader notion of EE - such as education on emissions 

reductions. While an important part of EE to be sure, it is not everything it can be. Ultimately, 

these conversations did not reflect or change our definition of EE, largely due to the lack of 

knowledge most programmers had about how to implement it. However, it did inform our 

conclusions and recommendations.  
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4.0 Methodology - Approach, Challenges, Successes 

To start the project, a clear purpose statement was articulated: to evaluate and 

recommend areas of environmental education expansion at urban downtown community centres 

on behalf of the Vancouver Parks Board. Using this purpose statement as a starting point, 

interviews were conducted with the lead programmers at each community centre in person or 

over the phone. Interviews were then recorded using the guideline questions that were given and 

what was discussed was transcribed afterwards. 

Errors and difficulties did, of course, occur. In the process of researching programming via 

Activenet, we noticed that Activenet changes each month to include new programming while also 

excluding old programing. This made for variations in the data extracted, especially when we 

returned to collect more data later. In addition, some programs are listed multiple times for each 

occurrence while others are listed once but have multiple occurrences, which causes changes to 

the Potential Environmental Education data statistics. Moreover, there was some difficulty when 

communicating with programmers, as some were difficult to get a hold of due to their busy 

schedules and other commitments. 

In terms of the interviews themselves, we both took notes (either by hand or on a laptop) 

and asked to record our conversations. Three out of four interviews took place in person, while 

the fourth took place over the phone. We found that some questions had to be reworded during 

the interview or jumped over because the programmer had already addressed it as part of 

another question. The questions, although structured, sometimes seemed to overlap and a few 

questions could have been replaced/deleted. However, through these interviews, we were able to 

gain some very valuable insight as to what EE means to the programmers and their individual 

interests based on the demographic of the community centre. We were able to get feedback on 

not only the questions provided, but also some very fascinating and intriguing experiences and 

visions of their own. Not only were the programmers very engaged in the process, their positive 

attitude, enthusiasm, and initiative to implement more EE further reinforced the need for more 

push towards the creation of new programs. 
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5.0 Findings 

5.1 Online Program Search  

A list of existing EE programming at each of the Community Centres can be found in Appendix A. 

Several programs have been cancelled for various reasons, and are noted accordingly.  

5.2 Interviews 

 Our list of 14 questions and follow-ups generated excellent data and information about 

how the programmers saw EE, their difficulties in implementing it and potential recommendations 

they had for moving forwards. Where applicable, these responses have been summarized below, 

with one bullet point per centre: 

 

Do you already offer environment-related or outdoor learning programs or events at your 

community centre? If so, please describe. Refer to criteria if needed. 

 West End: Gardening education, nature walks (in Stanley Park) and seminars run by the 

Stanley Park Ecology Society. On occasion, bike workshops might be run.  

 Coal Harbour: Beekeeping was offered a few years ago, and they participate with the 

Birds-in-Residence, as well as have nature walks with an Indigenous guide in Stanley 

Park. 

 False Creek: Currently no programming, but there are outdoor activities.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Historic nature walks, Bird Week and art programs using recycled 

materials are the source of EE at this community centre.   

 

What demographics do these programs serve? 

 West End: Wide variety - the largest being families, including a notable number of single 

parents. Seniors and low-income seniors also form a portion.  

 Coal Harbour: Largely adults, but there’s lots of young families in neighbourhood.  

 False Creek: No EE programming.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Seniors and children. 

PLAN 425
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Has registration or attendance been good for environment-related programming or events? 

 West End: Gardening attendance rates high, others moderately well. Usually around 15 

people for paid programs and 30 for free. 

 Coal Harbour: Not a large number of programs offered, but gardening has high 

attendance.  

 False Creek: No EE programming.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Registration is mostly full.  

 

What ability do you have to deliver environment-related programming? Think in terms of staff 

time, materials and information, partnerships, etc. 

 West End: Generally lacking in staff, but not direly - partnerships are already healthy, but 

can only offer programs if it makes financial sense.  

 Coal Harbour: There is one partnership with the Stanley Park Ecology Centre. Resources 

and ability is low outside of that.  

 False Creek: Not sure about resources; have staff time but would need to bring a plan to 

their Board. More information would be needed to ensure programming meets EE 

“criteria”.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Low ability, largely because of lack of partners and staff being 

overstretched in capacity.  

 

Are there any groups or individuals in your network or neighbourhood who can offer EE or 

outdoor programs? If so, who? 

 West End: Stanley Park Ecology Centre, HUB Cycling, Village Vancouver, West End Food 

Network are all local EE providers or partners.  

 Coal Harbour: Highlighted the West End Community Centre as a networked contact for 

EE. Stanley Park Ecology Centre, and potentially existing gardening groups that may also 

exist are other contacts.  

 False Creek: No specific knowledge of potential partners.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Unaware of any potential EE partners, though suspect that arts 

programmers may have more contacts.  

PLAN 425
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What interest exists at your centre for environment-related programs, if any? This information 

might come from word-of-mouth, feedback forms, board members, community members, etc. 

 West End: No explicit interest in EE from community, but they are accepting of EE when it 

is run.  

 Coal Harbour: Totally dependent on board members, who will know best. 

 False Creek: Currently there appears to be no interest on the part of the community for 

EE, although a survey would be valuable starting point to learn more.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Outdoor activities and particularly gardening have seen an 

upswing in demand from the community and community centre users.  

 

Have you experienced any challenges in trying to develop and deliver environment-related or 

outdoor programming? If so, please describe. Challenges might include funds, staff time, 

registration, accessibility, lack of partners, etc. 

 West End: Generally understaffed, and accessibility can pose a challenge to those outside 

of the neighbourhood.  

 Coal Harbour: The largest challenges come from marketing and promoting EE.  

 False Creek: Lack of land and outdoor space they can use without needing extensive 

permission, contracts, and approval is a major issue. A lack of dedicated full-time staff is 

also a huge obstacle. Outdoor programming also suffers from necessary water safety 

courses, which are not free.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Ambiguity in budget, particularly when not knowing what program 

operators will use for supplies, makes developing more EE difficult. Existing programs are 

very popular but at capacity, and a lack of space, funds, and staff means things will need 

to be cut to make room. There is also a lack of partners for EE. 
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Are there accessibility challenges specific to your neighbourhood that might prevent a successful 

EE or outdoor program? For example, mobility, parking, transit, location, discrimination and 

personal safety, language, etc. 

 West End: Parking is all paid, a huge issue for those coming to the Centre. Growing 

homeless population is some cause for concern.  

 Coal Harbour: Accessibility for seniors is a major issue, and all the parking is paid around 

the Centre, making it hard for people to come close to the Centre.  

 False Creek: Senior mobility and accessibility via public transit or parking is very difficult 

for community centre users.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Limited parking, along with not great transit options. Accessibility 

requires programs to be of low cost to ensure attendance, which is difficult.  

 

What existing groups do you work with or programs do you run that you could add an 

environmental or outdoor element to? How would you do this? For example, taking a park walk 

with the seniors group more often or using “eco” materials in an art class. 

 West End: Nature seniors walks, as well as the use of eco-friendly materials in programs, 

especially arts ones. The field with the Secondary School could potentially be used in 

coordination with the school.  

 Coal Harbour: Could see it being incorporated with social activities, especially children's 

programming, but would rather add new programs instead of adding EE to old ones.  

 False Creek: Nature walks, kayaking and craft events could all be updated to be a part of 

EE. They would much rather add to existing programs than add new ones.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Day Camps, daycares and art programs could incorporate EE. 

Effective use of the woodshop could work well to incorporate both youth and EE. 
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What other EE programs or events are you aware of that you think could work at your centre? 

They might have been at schools, neighbourhood houses, other community centres or other 

cities, etc. 

 West End: The local schools, the library and the Stanley Park Ecology Centre all have 

programs they could partner on or work into the Centre’s programs.  

 Coal Harbour: Gardeners of the community and Marine Ecology Education are high 

priorities.  

 False Creek: Would like to model programs after Hastings Community Centre. There’s a 

big desire to add EE to kayaking, and to add a garden for kids EE programs.  

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Take a lot of inspiration from the Eastside community centres 

(such as Britannia or Trout Lake). Community gardens, story walks and bird-related 

programming are all high on the list of EE they would like to emulate.  

 

What would most help you to offer more or better EE or outdoor programming? 

 West End: Increased funding, particularly in the form of subsidies for EE or assistance 

finding grants and partners would be valuable assistance from the Board of Parks and 

Recreation.  

 Coal Harbour: Need far more resources, and in particular, information on partners - a 

database would be helpful in this regard for both.  

 False Creek: Training on EE and what can be done to support it would be very helpful. 

 Yaletown Roundhouse: Anything that address the challenges, including less budget 

ambiguity, and increases in staff, space, and funding.  

 

5.2.1 Existing Programming 

In general there are few EE current programs at the community centres. Our online and 

interview research shows that between Fall 2017 to Summer 2018 seasons, there were only 42 

EE programs out of over 4000 programs in all four community centres. Most programs are 

indoors, and fit within a wide range of programming “categories”, including arts and craft, natural 

beauty products, and horticulture. Fewer activities occur outdoor, and when they do they are 

mostly out-trips or walks around the neighbourhood that happen in the Spring and Summer. 

PLAN 425



 

 

13 
 

Programmers identified that EE programs have occasionally been run in the past, but all the 

community centres identified that they remain largely dependent on the availability of partners, 

particularly since EE programs are mostly done by external partners in larger environmental 

organizations. 

 

5.2.2 Resources and Community Interest 

 Largely, the community centres said there seemed to be little community desire for EE, 

though they also professed that there was certainly a lack of knowledge about what users might 

like. All identified community gardens or urban gardening education as very popular or something 

they might like to implement, certainly demonstrating there is interest for specific types of EE. 

This seems to be compounded by a gap in knowledge of what EE is and how to implement it on 

the part of the programmers.  

Partnerships with local organizations and nearby schools greatly affects the availability 

and direction of EE programs offered, however, largely due to the resources, or lack thereof, at 

each community centre. Though each community centre experiences different resource issues, 

overarching trends focused on budgetary and funding problems, a lack of available space (either 

indoors or outdoors), and a lack of knowledge over potential partners for the delivery of EE. 

 

5.2.3 Challenges 

 Through the interviews with the programmers, five cross-cutting challenges that all four 

Community Centres experience were identified.  

1. Knowledge: There is a major need for resource assistance from the Parks Board - in this 

case, education for programmers on what EE is, how it can be implemented, and leaders 

that can jumpstart a community interest. 

2. Funding: The Community Centres stated that high costs of EE and unstable/uncertain 

funding has made it difficult to start new programs, and also difficult to staff these 

programs either with staff from the Community Centres, or payment for outside instructors.  

3. Partners: Our Community Centres and their programmers would prefer to partner with 

external groups that have expertise in EE, but don’t know who would be interested or 

qualified, leading to a lack of EE. 
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4. Accessibility: Public access to all community centres is difficult, with the ease of 

bicycling, parking, and using public transit being variable. On the whole, there seems to be 

poor transportation integration (i.e. paid parking is not compensated by better public 

transit/bicycle infrastructure) and the programmers share a belief this harms their ability to 

deliver programming.  

5. Space: Most urban Community Centres lack dedicated outdoor spaces that could be 

utilized for EE delivery, and lack the permission/authority/ability to utilize other park space, 

despite it being very close by (ex. King George Secondary School and West End, or David 

Lam Park and Roundhouse).  

 

5.2.4 Opportunities 

 Though the identification of opportunities by programmers was limited (outside of how to 

address the aforementioned challenges, which this report addresses under recommendations), 

specific aspects were identified. First, more support from the Vancouver Board of Parks and 

Recreation, in terms of identifying potential partners, securing funding, and general information 

and support on sourcing the necessary resources for EE. Many programmers also expressed 

interest and inspiration from Community Centres on the Eastside, and noted they were very 

forward-thinking on implementing EE in their programming. Community gardens, and gardening 

education for all ages and demographics in their neighbourhoods were identified as key priorities 

and possibilities for potential EE programs to be implemented. Outdoor activities and arts or other 

activities that can use eco-friendly materials  

 There was, however, a lack of knowledge over who the Community Centres could work 

with to implement EE. The youth demographic was often noted as target demographic that 

programmers were hoping to engage further. Some programmers detailed that partnerships with 

nearby schools for specific programs and space could also address the ability to get more youth 

involved in Community Centre programming. Partnerships with Indigenous programming and 

partners was also brought up by programmers as something that should be enhanced as a key 

part of EE programs. 
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5.2.5 Opportunities: Integrating Environmental Education in “Potential Programs” 

Finally, we identified through the interviews with the programmers and the questions 

given, a huge opportunity to easily expand EE across the four community centres by integrating it 

with pre-existing programs. It was discovered that only 1.95% of  the total 3904 programs had EE 

across the four community centres, a total that includes multiple occurrences of the same 

program on Activenet. By simply adding an EE component to various programs they could then 

qualify as an EE program; these types of programs were defined as “potential programs” and 

account for 9.17% of the total programs offered. If both the current EE programs and potential EE 

programs were combined it would give a total of 11.12% of programs. APPENDIX B - “Potential 

Programs” has a list of programs that were considered to have potential for EE. An example 

would be that false creek has multiple kayaking lessons and tours, due to the calm nature of 

kayaking around the inlet, an EE component could discuss the living ecosystems in the area and 

the effects that motorized boats have on those ecosystems. Although some of the listed potential 

EE programs may not be adaptable due to the instructor for the course, an incentive program 

could be created to encourage more instructors to add an environmental education component to 

their programming. 

The methodology used to determine if a program had the potential to include 

environmental education was rather subjective but with some quantifiable means. It was 

ultimately decided that programs such as day camps, before care and after care for children 5 

years and older had time to include an EE component. The target on children is based on the 

belief that children absorb information and are likely to share that with their parents at home; after 

all recycling is large because children learned about it in school. Large events that occurred at the 

community centre were included because either an EE component could be added to the crafting 

aspect and/or a booth could be set up to create awareness to include EE. Certain art, 

photography or writing classes that appeared to not be heavily structured or mentioned an 

environmental component were included. Any program that was safety focused or appeared to 

have a lot of structure was excluded based on the premise that they would likely not have time to 

include an EE component, such as sportball programs.  
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6.0 Summary  

This research builds upon the work of the Environmental Education and Stewardship 

Action Plan (‘EESAP’) in a number of ways. First, we identified gaps and challenges to 

implementing EE (noted in ‘Findings’). Second, we list recommendations suggested by our team 

to overcome these challenges and gaps below. Finally, as part of our recommendations, we 

identified current programs that could be augmented with environmental education to provide a 

quick, low-cost, and easy way to bolster the number of EE programs at our four urban community 

centres (provided as an annex).  

Before considering the recommendations, it is important to note that consultation and 

citizen participation in planning is a critical part of any planning process (Arnstein, 1969, p. 216; 

McAfee, 2016, p. 220). One notable recurring question from the Hubbub event was “is there any 

community demand for this programming?”, the implication being that Environmental Education 

programming may not exist or be popular because it is not wanted by the community. Gauging 

community interest and value in this programming is valuable. However, we instead propose that 

better questions might be “what knowledge do households and Vancouverites have about their 

community centres and the environmental education programming offered?” and “how might 

environmental education best fit the needs and lives of Vancouverites?” As evidenced from data 

from both the programs at and interview from the West End Community Centre, such needs can 

be effectively addressed through environmental education (i.e., urban gardening being a popular, 

well-subscribed initiative).  

This is follows from the principles articulated by Arnstein (1969, p.220-221). Education 

about the potential of environmental education (and what is already existing) must be a 

cornerstone of any participative process to develop more. Education must also be allowed to flow 

from citizens to the Parks Board to better create programming that responds to citizen needs. At 

minimum, the 2012 Vancouver Foundation Connections and Engagement Survey can be 

capitalized upon to begin this two-way process of informing while new engagement methods are 

prepared. (Goal 3.1 Action 30 p. 35) 
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7.0 Recommendations 

Across all community centres, there is a need for capacity building. To this end, the 

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation should: 

● Create EE training for programmers, that is designed to cater to demographic needs so 

that programmers can learn how to include environmental education that is customizable 

for their local demands (programmer recommendation); 

● Establish a database of environmental education contacts, organizations, and resources 

that can act as potential partners in running these programs, corresponding with Goal 2.2, 

Action 24 of the EESAP (2014a, p. 33) (programmer recommendation); 

● Provide space for information sharing, in line with Goal 3.1, Action 33 of the Action Plan 

(2014, p. 36); 

 

There is also a strong need for efforts from the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation to 

increase the resources available to Community Centres for EE, and thus it should 

● Develop incentives for programmers, community centres, and contractors who operate 

programs to include EE; 

● Assist community centres in ensuring there is adequate funding for environmental 

education by increasing targeted funding to offset costs such as instructors and partner 

costs or helping help partners and contractors in applying for and receiving grants, 

corresponding with Goal 3.2, Action 40 and Goal 3.3, Action 48 of the EESAP (2014a, p. 

37-38) (programmer recommendation); 

 

 Finally, there are actions that the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation can 

undertake immediately to produce quick results and reactions, and it should therefore: 

● Refocus on the recommendations and actions of the Environmental Education and 

Stewardship Action Plan to determine if they have been accomplished, and if they have 

not, how priorities can be reallocated to ensure they are; 

● Bolster the existing offerings of environmental education by adding components of EE to 

pre-existing programs.  
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We also identified a few community centre-specific recommendations to bolster the 

offerings found at each: 

● Yaletown Roundhouse should speak with Roundhouse arts programmers of the ACE 

team about their contributions to providing and promoting environmental education; 

● Coal Harbour should endeavour to increase off-site programming to aid with the 

transportation and accessibility issues; 

● West End should build off Goal 2.1, Actions 16 and 17 (Environmental Education and 

Stewardship Action Plan, 2014, p. 32) and work to develop or increase partnerships with 

Joe Fortes Library and King George Secondary School. 

 

 The groundwork for environmental education across the Community Centres of 

Vancouver, and the entire City, has already been laid. Community Centres require more 

resources - many of them low-cost, including basic information on what environmental education 

is, and how to implement it - to accomplish this critical goal for the development of a sustainable 

City and future.  
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CC Program Name Location delivered Indoor or outdoor
Instructor (external partner 

or individual)
Dates and times

# of 

sessions
Notes

Bird Chorale - Birds in Residence- 161245 On site- Multipurpose room Indoor External- Birds in Residence Apr. 29, 2018  2pm-4pm 1
The aim of the residency is to deepen our relationship with the birds we live with, through nature walks and a multitude of art forms including drawing, mapping, listening, movement 

and song, combining the insights and talents of community engaged artists with biologists, ornithologists and amateur bird enthusiasts.
International Dawn Chorus - Birds in Residence- 161242 Off site location- Other Outdoor External- Birds in Residence May 6, 2018 5am - 8am 1 A knowledgeable bird enthusiast will join us and tell us who we're hearing, and what they might be saying.
Creams, Lotions and Hair Creations- 157028 On site- Arts and Crafts room Indoor Individual: Cheryl Theilade May 9, 2018 6:30-9:30pm 1 In this fun and informative class, make and take home a vitamin packed cream, an aloe vera moisturizer, rejuvenating facial oil and a herbal shampoo. 
Mixed Media- 156594 On site- Arts and Crafts room Indoor Individual: Lena Savic May 8,15,22,19; Tuesdays 6:15pm-9pm 1 x 4 Create personal, evocative art combining acrylic and/or pastels and charcoal in image-transfers or collages, on canvas and wood.

Face Value - Personal Skin Regime On Site - Arts and Crafts room Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Mar. 13, 2018; 6:30-9 pm 1
From acne to rosacea, create natural facial care - food for the skin! Customize face products to meet individual needs. Take home a chamomile cleanser, alpha hydroxy skin toner, 

papaya oatmeal facial scrub and aloe vera cream. Recipes for hydrating facial spray and a wholesome facial mask. 

How to Become a Smart Vegan or Vegetarian On Site - Activity Room Indoor Individual - Cindy Solkin Apr. 22, 2018; 2:30-4:30 pm 1
Becoming a vegan or vegetarian is healthy and good for the environment. This workshop will help you: recognize and provide for your nutritional needs, identify and utilize non-

meat proteins, maximize your nutrient consumption through sprouting, juicing and combining carbohydrates, provide some tasty recipes, and plan easy, balanced meals. 

Mineral Make Me Up On Site - Activity Room Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Oct. 22, 2017; 11am - 4pm 1
 Using an array of earth elements, butters, oils, waxes, and pre blended bases, make and take home a foundation powder, mascara, two eye shadows, lip gloss, cosmetic pencil, a 

moisturizing lipstick. Discussions on blending colours, mineral make up benefits and ingredient knowledge.

Walk and Roll Social Outdoor Individual: Diana VanderVeen

Mar 6,13,20,27; 2018; Tuesdays 11am-11:45am

Jul 3,10,17,24,31  

Aug 7,14,21, 28, 2018; Tuesdays 11am-11:45am

2 x 4 Seniors nature and history walk around Yaletown and the seawall.

Winter Solstice NATURE Latern On site Indoor Unknown

Dec 9, 2017; 12pm-4pm

Dec 17, 2017;10am-4pm

Dec 21, 2017; 6pm-10pm

3 Seasonal event

Winter Solstice Organic Headdress On site Indoor Unknown Dec 21, 2017; 6pm-9pm 1 Seasonal event

Bird Stilt Chorus: Learn to move like a bird (19 +) On site Indoor External- Isabelle Kirouac
Apr 7,14,21,28, May 5,12, 2018; 

Saturdays 2pm-4pm
1 x 6 Learning about local birds and exploring their movement styles on stilts.

Winter Solstice Lantern Making (Globe, Last-minute pin-prick, 

pin-prick, Nature, star)

On site - Fairview Room

(2 x Globe, 1 x nature, 2 x pin-prick, 

1 x star)

Mini Gym 

(1 x Last-minute pin-prick, 1 x nature)

Indoor External - Secret Lantern Society

Star - Dec. 10th, 2017; 9:30am-1:30pm

Globe - Dec. 10th, 2017; 1:30-3:30pm

Globe - Dec. 14th, 2017; 7-9pm

Nature - Dec. 16th, 2017; 10am-1pm

Pin-Prick - Dec. 16th, 2017; 2-3pm [CANCELLED]

Pin-Prick - Dec. 17th, 2017; 11am-12pm

Last Minute Pin-Prick - Dec. 21st, 2017; 4-6:30pm

Nature - Dec. 21st, 2017; 7-9:30pm

8  All materials are provided and participants are encouraged to bring pressed leaves and flowers or other decorative elements.

Winter solstice headdress making On site Indoor Unknown Dec 21, 2017; 7-10pm 1 No details provided, assumption of EE based on the inclusion of natural products in the lanterns for the solstice

Creams lotions and hair creations On site - Fairview Room Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Nov 21, 2017; 6:30-9:30pm 1
Activity was cancelled - Making your own moisturizing creams and lotions knowing exactly what ingredients are being used and combining in recipes that address your skin type 

and/or skin problem. In this fun and informative class, make and take home a vitamin packed cream, an aloe vera moisturizer, rejuvenating facial oil and an herbal shampoo.

Hemp skin care scents On site Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Feb 27, 2017; 6:30-9:00pm 1
Activity Cancelled - Make high-quality skincare products for all skin types from scratch such as Hemp Body Lotion, Hemp Seed Body Exfoliant, Heavenly Hemp Bath n Body Oil 

and a Hemp Seed Soap.  This exceptionally rich oil high in essential omega fatty acids and proteins absorbs well into the skin, and is very healing and rejuvenating. 

Balcony, Container, and Small Space Gardening On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
May 18, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

Want to grow food, but don't have much room? In this Village Vancouver and WENFN West End Urban Garden Club workshop, instructor Rhiannon Johnson will cover the 

techniques and challenges specific to gardening in small spaces, both indoors and outdoors. We'll look at soil, fertilizing organically, watering, types of containers, different sun 

orientations and, of course, what to grow in your space. We'll have the community seed library present - pick up some free seeds for your garden or swap or donate seeds. $15 

cost

Community Potluck, Seed & Plant Swap and Workshop On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver

Sept 24 2017 1-2:30pm 

Oct 15, 2017 1-2:30pm 

Nov 19, 2017 1-2:30pm

Jan 21, 2018, 1-2:30pm 

Feb 18, 2018 1-2:30pm

March 18, 2018 1-2:30pm

April 15, 2018 1-2:30pm

May 27, 2018 1-2:30pm

June 10, 2018 1-2:30pm

9

Join West End Neighbourhood Food Network and Village Vancouver at our monthly family friendly gatherings. Bring something yummy, share some good food and conversation 

with neighbours, and pick up a 2018-19 West End Urban Garden Calendar. We'll have a community seed library there - pick up some free seeds for your garden, or swap or donate 

seeds or plants. Each month we present a mini-workshop on a different food and/or gardening related topic. With the planting season not too far off, our initial 2018 theme is 

Growing, Growing, Growing! September - Growing Winter Herbs! (Everyone's invited to bring your gardening photos to share!), October - Herbal Teas, November - Making 

Holiday Wreaths and Other Seasonal Items. January - Growing Your Own Sprouts, February - Growing Edible Flowers, March - Growing Japanese Spring Vegetables. Advance 

registration encouraged.

Creating Native Bee Houses On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
Feb 15, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

In this joint WENFN West End Urban Garden Club-Village Vancouver workshop, Hives for Humanity will lead us in creating Houses for Native Bees, including Mason Bees, as part 

of our continuing efforts to support pollinator well-being in the West End. You'll learn about the importance of native bees, native bee plant relationships, native bee life cycles, and 

honeybees vs. native bees. We'll decorate the native bee houses, which consist mainly of upcycled wood cut to assemble triangle shaped houses. Participants will hand roll tubes 

for the houses, and we may also create some houses out of pop bottles. Discussion on where to hang houses, what plants to plant nearby and what signs to look for, as well as 

after care instructions, will follow, and everyone who wants to will be able to take a bee house home with them! We'll have the community seed library present - you can get some 

free seeds for your garden or swap or donate some seeds. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). $10 cost.

Face Value - Personal Skin Regime On Site - Meeting Room 2 Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Apr 17, 2018; 6:30-9:00pm 1
From acne to rosacea, or dry, normal to combination skincare, create natural facial care products and customize to meet individual needs. Take home ?food for the skin?: a 

chamomile cleanser, alpha hydroxy skin toner, papaya oatmeal facial scrub and aloe vera cream. Recipes for hydrating facial spray and a wholesome facial mask.

Fermented Ginger Sodas On Site - Meeting Room 2 Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
Mar. 13, 2018; 6:30-9:30 pm 1

you'll learn how to make Ginger Ale, Ginger Beer, Switchel (a drink made with water and vinegar) and more! Samples will be provided, and you'll go home with an informative 

booklet which covers the topics discussed in class as well as various recipes. We'll have the community seed library present - you can get some free seeds for your garden or 

swap or donate some seeds.

Fermented Root Beer On Site - Bidwell Room Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
May. 22, 2018; 6:30-8:30 pm 1

In this joint Village Vancouver-West End Urban Garden Club workshop. Teach you how to make Fermented Root Beers. We'll have the community seed library present You can get 

some free seeds for your garden (or swap or donate seeds). 

Forest Therapy Walks - Stanley Park Stanley Park Outdoor Individual - Ken Ouendag
May 16, 2018 - June 13, 2018; 

Wed 6:30pm-8:45pm
1x4

Join your certified Forest Therapy Guide to explore the basics of forest bathing a restorative practice inspired by the Japanese tradition of shinrin-yoku. Recognized for it?s health 

benefits, the practice explores mindful ways of developing and/or deepening connections with nature, while expanding awareness of our senses.

Habitat Mapping - Birds in Residence Off Site Outdoor
External Partner - Birds in 

Residence
April 28, 2018, 1-3:30pm 1

The residency will include a series of discovery walks through the neighbourhood to identify birds and bird habitat. We'll follow each walk with some kind of art making, as we begin 

to map the birds in our community. Joins us for the first scheduled walk; meet in the lobby of West End CC. Minors must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

'Birds in Residence' celebrates our winged relatives, from songbirds to birds of prey, waterfowl to shorebirds in Coal Harbour and the West End. Over the next year we will learn 

everything we can about the birds who live in, and fly through, our neighbourhoods, reflecting on ideas of home and migration. The aim of the residency is to deepen our 

relationship with the birds we live with, through nature walks and a multitude of art forms including drawing, mapping, listening, movement and song, combining the insights and 

talents of community engaged artists with biologists, ornithologists and amateur bird enthusiasts.

Watch for more notices of birdy activities out in the neighbourhood and online at: BirdsInResidence.ca. Only non-adults only event.

Healthy Soil for a Great Garden On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
March 15, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

Organic Gardening for a Great Garden! series!

Join us for this in-depth Village Vancouver and WENFN West End Urban Garden Club gardening series taught by Rhiannon Johnson. In sessions 1-3, we'll cover a wide variety of 

organic veggie gardening topics including why, when, where, and how to start seedlings and plant from seed, starting plants indoors, soil improvement, incorporating pollinators, 

planning your garden's space and planting schedule, and more! Classes include both information, concepts, and hands-on activities, as well as samples and handouts. With this 

series, you'll have a chance to plant in your gardening area, check progress with the class, and ask questions as your garden develops. Sign up for one or two workshops -- or join 

us for the whole series for continued support as you start your garden this spring! We'll have the community seed library present at all classes - you can get some free seeds for 

your garden or swap or donate some seeds. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). Sessions 4-6 start in April.

Heathy Soil for a Great Garden!

Suitable for folks who have a gardening space, as well as for anyone who would like to start gardening, you'll learn how to build your soil for a healthy, vibrant veggie garden. Find 

out how vigorous your soil is and what to add to it to improve its' vitality! If you have a garden, you're invited to bring a CLEAR 1 liter container (with a lid) at least half full of your 

garden soil, for some simple tests to learn how to improve it with natural fertilizers, soil amendments, and gardening techniques. We'll also learn about composting, tailored to your 

space, and how it can supplement your garden's health. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). $15 cost.

Coal Harbour

Roundhouse

False Creek

West End

Exis
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CC Program Name Location delivered Indoor or outdoor
Instructor (external partner 

or individual)
Dates and times

# of 

sessions
Notes

Intro to Fermenting On Site - Barclay Room Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver

Nov 18, 2017 1-2:30pm

Jan 14, 2018 1-2:30pm

May 6, 2018; 1-2:30pm

3

Are you intrigued about fermenting? Learn about several optionsincluding vegetable fermenting (sauerkraut and local seasonal ferments), water kefir, milk kefir, and kombucha. Find 

out what's involved, what equipment you need, where to find supplies and ingredients, and how much time and space it takes. We'll have a community seed library present - pick up 

some free seeds for your garden (or swap or donate seeds)

Intro to Seed Saving On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver

Oct 10, 2017, 7-8:30pm

May 8, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm
2

A part of the Food & Gardening Workshop Series

Would you like to start saving your own seeds? In this Village Vancouver and West End Urban Garden Club workshop. Rhiannon Johnson will provide you with the knowledge 

needed to understand the basic principles behind seed saving and the skills necessary to begin saving seeds. We'll have a community seed library present - pick up some free 

seeds for your garden or swap or donate seeds. $10 in October, $15 in May.

Introduction to Organic Gardening On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
March 1, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

ACTIVITY CANCELLED Organic Gardening for a Great Garden! series!

Join us for this in-depth Village Vancouver and WENFN West End Urban Garden Club gardening series taught by Rhiannon Johnson. In sessions 1-3, we'll cover a wide variety of 

organic veggie gardening topics including why, when, where, and how to start seedlings and plant from seed, starting plants indoors, soil improvement, incorporating pollinators, 

planning your garden's space and planting schedule, and more! Classes include both information, concepts, and hands-on activities, as well as samples and handouts. With this 

series, you'll have a chance to plant in your gardening area, check progress with the class, and ask questions as your garden develops. Sign up for one or two workshops -- or join 

us for the whole series for continued support as you start your garden this spring! We'll have the community seed library present at all classes - you can get some free seeds for 

your garden or swap or donate some seeds. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). Sessions 4-6 start in April.

Introduction to Organic Gardening

Why garden? Why garden organically? We'll investigate ways to maximize your gardening space, be it balcony container gardening or backyard gardening, identify which plants are 

appropriate for your space, and explore the basics of planting seeds, indoors and outside. Leave with a planted 'homework' pot seeded with chives. Be rewarded with the taste of 

freshly grown veggies this season! Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over).

Kombucha On Site - Barclay Room Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
Feb 5, 2018; 6:30-8:30 1

 teach you how to make Kombucha! Samples will be provided, and you'll go home with an informative booklet which covers the topics discussed in class as well as various recipes. 

We'll have the community seed library present - you can get some free seeds for your garden or swap or donate some seeds.

Making Beeswax Salves On Site - Denman Room Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
Oct 23, 2017; 7-8:30pm 1

discover how to make beeswax salves with infused plant oils. It's quick and easy, and beeswax salves have many different applications, including lip balms, natural skin care, hand 

salves and salves for wounds and sprains. Gardeners - you can make salves from your garden from a variety of plant infused olive oils blended into beeswax. We'll have a 

community seed library there - pick up some free seeds for your garden, or swap or donate seeds.

Migratory Bird Puppets - Birds in Residence On Site - Auditorium Indoor
External Partner - Birds in 

Residence
May 5, 2018; 12-4 pm 1

Birds in Residence' celebrates our winged relatives, from songbirds to birds of prey, waterfowl to shorebirds in Coal Harbour and the West End. Over the next year we will learn 

everything we can about the birds who live in, and fly through, our neighbourhoods, reflecting on ideas of home and migration. The aim of the residency is to deepen our 

relationship with the birds we live with, through nature walks and a multitude of art forms including drawing, mapping, listening, movement and song, combining the insights and 

talents of community engaged artists with biologists, ornithologists and amateur bird enthusiasts.

Native Edibles Walk and Talk Off Site Outdoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
June 3, 2018, 1-2:30pm 1

It can be easy to forget about the wealth of food that grows all around us. Come out and learn about edible plants that call our region home in this joint West End Neighbourhood 

Food Network-Village Vancouver workshop. Lori Snyder from the Metis Nation will discuss how to identify and harvest wild, edible, and medicinal plants in an ethical way. Please 

dress appropriately for the weather. We'll have a community seed library present - you can get some free seeds for your garden (or swap or donate seeds). Advance registration 

encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). $12.50 cost.

Owl & Reifel Bird Sanctuary - Joy Brown Off Site Outdoor Individual - Joy Brown March 22, 2018, 9am-5pm 1

ACTIVITY CANCELLED Enjoy a tour of O.W.L the Orphaned Wild Life Recuse Centre where Golden Eagles, Falcons, Snowy Owls and other birds are rehabilitated Enjoy a 

guided tour of the Reifel Bird Sanctuary on Westham Island, to view snow geese and other migratory birds. Visit Wellbrook Winery for a wine and juice tasting. A delicious lunch 

and dessert is served in South Delta. Easy walking tour. $95 charge.

Planning and Planting Your Spring Garden On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
March 22, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

ACTIVITY CANCELLED Organic Gardening for a Great Garden! series!

Join us for this in-depth Village Vancouver and WENFN West End Urban Garden Club gardening series taught by Rhiannon Johnson. In sessions 1-3, we'll cover a wide variety of 

organic veggie gardening topics including why, when, where, and how to start seedlings and plant from seed, starting plants indoors, soil improvement, incorporating pollinators, 

planning your garden's space and planting schedule, and more! Classes include both information, concepts, and hands-on activities, as well as samples and handouts. With this 

series, you'll have a chance to plant in your gardening area, check progress with the class, and ask questions as your garden develops. Sign up for one or two workshops -- or join 

us for the whole series for continued support as you start your garden this spring! We'll have the community seed library present at all classes - you can get some free seeds for 

your garden or swap or donate some seeds. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). Sessions 4-6 start in April.

Planning and Planting Your Spring Garden!

The basics of planning, preparing, and planting a bountiful Spring veggie garden, including simple techniques for starting plants indoors and in the garden, tailored to your space. 

We'll discuss annuals, biennials, and perennials, pollinator-friendly plants and gardens, companion planting, and permaculture. Includes a hands-on planting activity -- you'll take 

home a pot of planted seeds to help you get a head start on your garden this spring. Advance registration encouraged. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). $12.50 cost.

Planning Your Spring Garden On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
November 14, 2017, 7-8:30pm 1

Enjoy the taste of freshly grown veggies from your garden this coming spring! Village Vancouver and West End Urban Garden Club present a workshop with Rhiannon Johnson 

covering the basics of planning, and then preparing and starting a food garden come Spring. You?ll learn how plan and prepare your garden space, as well as some simple 

techniques for starting plants indoors and in the garden, tailored to your space. We'll have a community seed library there - pick up some free seeds for your garden, or swap or 

donate seeds. Advance registration required. FREE for Seniors (50 and over). $10 cost to attend.

Recycled Art Class On Site - Meeting Room 2 Indoor Individual-Marzieh Mosavarzadeh

Oct 4,11,18,25 2017; 3:30-5:15pm

Nov 8,15,22,29, 2017; 3:30-5:15pm

Jan 10,17,24,31 2018; 3:30-5:15pm

Feb 7,14,21,28 2018; 3:30-5:15pm

4 x 4

All but the November classes were CANCELLED

Recycled crafts show kids how to make unique pieces of art by thinking outside of the box and be kind to the earth is to use recycled materials. In this class, we offer recycled art 

projects for kids. We encourage them to use cereal boxes, paper towel rolls, corks, egg cartons, jar lids and more. with materials found around the house, or items that are usually 

thrown away. 

Sauerkraut Fermentation On Site - Bidwell Room Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
Jun 12, 2018; 6:30-8:30pm 1

teach you how to make Sauerkraut. Samples will be provided, and you'll go home with an informative booklet which covers the topics discussed in class as well as various recipes. 

We'll have the community seed library present - you can get some free seeds for your garden (or swap or donate seeds).

Seed Savers Club On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver

Oct 21, 2017, 10:30am-12pm

Jan 27, 2018, 10-11:30am

May 12, 2018, 2:30-4pm 

3

West End Urban Garden Club and Village Vancouver at our Seed Savers Club. All ages welcome! Find out how the library works, learn about WE Food Network's Garden Club and 

Village Vancouver's seed libraries and seed saving efforts around the city, and meet fellow gardeners and seed savers and share tips. Pick up some free seeds for your garden or 

swap or donate seeds, and help put together seed packets for the library. We're able to make seed donations to West End community gardens -- please enquire! Advance 

registration encouraged.

Sidney Market Butterfly World Tropical Gardens Joy Off Site - Outtrip Outdoor External Partner - Galiano Tours Jun 7, 2018; 9:05 am- 9:30pm 1
Travel to Vancouver Island to enjoy the lovely town of Sidney's huge street market. Lunch and dessert served overlooking the sea in Sidney. Enjoy a drive through the Saanich 

Peninsular, stop at a local farm shop. Visit Butterfly World and Tropical Gardens to see orchids, tropical fish and free flying butterflies and birds.

Soap & Aromatherapy Products On Site - Barclay Room Indoor Individual - Cheryl Theilade Feb 25, 2018; 12-4pm 1
Make soap with nourishing ingredients from scratch. In this hands-on class, make and take home two different kinds of soaps, plus a finished soap bar. Plus make six different tub 

fizzers, an Aromatherapy Roll-on, bath n? body (massage) oil using a variety of aromatherapy scents. Recipes for pet soap, laundry soap and herbal shampoo.

West End Urban Garden Club On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver

Sept 24, 2017, 2:30-3:30pm

Oct 15, 2017, 2:30-3:30pm

Nov 19, 2017, 2:30-3:30pm

Jan 21, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

Feb 18, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

March 18, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

April 15, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

May 27, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

June 10, 2018, 2:30-3:30pm

9

Join us in exploring possibilities for creating a new community garden and other gardening spaces in the West End. We'll also be organizing food and gardening workshops, doing 

some seed saving, and engaging in other food and gardening related activities. In addition, our WeBee pollinators group will be giving out Mason bee houses (while supplies last). 

Each month we hold a discussion or present a short talk on a food and/or gardening related topic of interest to West Enders and others. This Winter we'll be exploring bees, seed 

sources, and growing ideas. January - Ground and Cavity Nesting Bees, February - Finding the Best Seeds for Your Garden, March - What are you planting this year?. All ages 

welcome, whether you currently have a garden or not! Advance registration encouraged.

Adapting Your Food Garden to a Changing Climate On Site Indoor
External Partner - West End Food 

Network & Village Vancouver
April 10, 2018, 6:30-8:30pm 1

Join us for this Village Vancouver and WENFN West End Urban Garden Club workshop taught by Rhiannon Johnson and learn how to adapt your food garden to a changing 

climate. With dryer hotter summers and weeks of cold snaps in the winter and fluctuating temperatures, rainfall, and snowfall, learn gardening techniques to help make your veggie 

garden more resilient to extreme weather events (storms, cold snaps, heat waves, drought) and hotter and colder conditions. We'll have the community seed library present - pick 

up some free seeds for your garden or swap or donate seeds. $15 cost for attendance.

West End

Existing Programming (cont.)
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Community 

Centre
Program Name

Number of 

Occurances

Solstice Lantern Festival 1

Basic Digital photography 4

Breakfast with Santa 1

Crafternoons 3

Creative Endeavours 3

Easter Eggstravaganza 1

Family Fun Ornaments and Decorations 1

Winter trekkers week care 2

Philosophers Cafe 9

Waterworld (Adventures and Extended Care) 16

Writers Group 2

Kayaking 20

Trekkers (Before & After Care) 9
Little Trekkers 8

Audain Art Museum + Fairmont Chateau whistler 1

Breakfast with Santa 1

Circle Farm Tour 1

Crafts for kids 2

Day camp (aftercare, before care, adventures, discoveries, voyages) 45

Digital photography 3

Drawing and watercolour 2

Easter - craft time in the lobby 1

Family Day 1

Glow Girls 2

Painting and Drawing 3

Pro-D (After care, before care and day camp) 18

Spring Break (After care, before care, day camp) 6

Steady Feet 6

Thanksgiving Craft Time in the Auditorium 1

Watercolour Painting 8

Winter Break (Before Care, after care, day camp) 6

Afterschool kids club 9

Artchitecture for kids 2

Breakfast with Santa 2

Eggs-tacular Easter Egg hunt 3

Eureka! The Inventor's Camp 1

Halloween Carnival 1

Halloween Pumpkin Carving 1

Holidays at the Roundhouse 1

Make it Monday 8

Moving With Science Camp 1

Pro-D Day Camp 7

Sketching & Drawing 3

Sole Girls Camp 4

Spring Break Camp (Day and Aftercare) 4

Summer Safari camp (Day and after) 18

Watercolor and Drawing Together 4

Watercolour Painting 2

Winter Break Camp (Day and After) 2

Woodworking 31

Day Camp (After care, Before Care, Starfish, stingray) 36

Family Day Festivities 1

Photography 3

Photography for kids 2

Plein Air Sketching with watercolour and ink 1

Spring Break Day Camp (After care, Before Care, Starfish, stingray) 8

STEM Camp (Fun Pro-D, Holiday) 4

Waterfront Walkers 2

Winter Break Day Camp (After care, Before care, Starfish, stingray) 8

Halloween Pumpkin carving 1

Halloween Festival 1

False Creek

West End

Roundhouse

Coal Harbour

Potential Programming
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CC

Total # of 

Programs on 

Activenet

# of 

Occurances 

on Activenet

# of Different 

Programs

Actual # of 

sessions

# of Occurances 

on Activenet

# of Different 

Programs
% Existing % Potential

Total EE 

(Existing and 

Potential)
Coal Harbour 671 7 7 10 67 11 1.04% 9.99% 11.03%

False Creek 672 11 4 11 80 14 1.64% 11.90% 13.54%

Roundhouse 1263 7 4 18 104 19 0.55% 8.23% 8.79%

West End 1298 51 27 65 107 17 3.93% 8.24% 12.17%

Total 3904 76 42 104 358 61 1.95% 9.17% 11.12%

Potential EEExisting EE

Number Comparisons
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False Creek Coal Harbour Yaletown Roundhouse West End

Existing 

Programming

False creek had 4 existing environmental education 

programs all based around crafts.These programs 

includes winter solstice nature lantern making, winter 

solstice headdress making, creams lotions and hair 

creations and hemp skin care scents.

Only two EE programs currently (Birds in 

Residence) with very limited space and 

only one section for each. Previously had 

an event where walks were heldp with an 

indigenous guide in Stanley Park in 

partnerhsip with the ecology centre last 

year. 

Currently: Very limited dedicated EE 

programming (Walk and Roll (historical/nature 

walk), Bird Stilt Chorus Class) - the programs 

ARE well registered though and for seniors 

and adults.

Previously: Many different arts and crafts 

related programs for mostly children: using 

eco-materials/recycled materials, day camps 

visiting fieldhouses, music making workshops 

using collect sticks

Gardening education workshops, Stanley Park 

nature walks, and seminars run by the Stanley 

Park Ecology Society. Running groups are set to 

begin in April. 

Apart from these, nothing else stands out as 

environmentally focused programs.

Resources and 

Community Interest

There is a lack of understanding the requirements 

needed for environmental education hence the lack of 

environmental education programs being offered. 

Satellite schools are currently being used, this could 

be increased to include more EE. The main focus of 

the community centre are programs that cater to 

seniors, involve the waterway or other sport activities. 

Currently do not have enough materials 

and information on how to create and 

conduct EE programs but having partnered 

with the Family Park Ecology Centre 

before, there are many opportunities. With 

West End community centre being a part 

of WECCA, inter-CC programs can be 

offered and made possible. Like 

Roundhouse, lots of interest in gardening 

and incorporating more eco friendly 

materials. 

LOW resources and ability to deliver 

programs: no partners to propose ideas and 

no in-house programmers who are 

knowledgeable of EE

Access to Elsie Roy Elementary School 

next door creates opportunities to partner with 

school and do more kid or family focused 

activities.

Lots of interest from community 

members/board/staff around outdoor activities 

(especially gardening)

Partnerships: 

Non-profit grant-based: Village Vancouver, West 

End Food Network

Stanley Park Ecology

The West End community is fairly involved. 

There is no explicit interest for environmental 

education programs, but the community is more 

than accepting of these programs.

Community members propose programs 

regularly.

Challenges

Transportation Accessibility: There is relatively no 

parking available for patrons as it is used by tourists 

who visit Granville island and the nearest public 

transportation access is up the road from the centre, 

however the centre is easily accessible by bike or 

walking from the seawall. Accessibility for seniors is 

difficult with the doors as most of them use scooters, 

so making the space more user friendly may 

encourage more seniors to attend. 

Space: Due to a lack of ownership of the property the 

community centre has to get approval to add any 

additional infrastructure to their area, including 

something like a raised garden bed. 

Demographic: Predominantly seniors who do not like 

change, the number of seniors will likely not fluxuate 

for the coming years as these members come from 

the senior living homes nearby.

PARKING is a big issue at this location: all 

paid parking with limited spots availlable.  

Limited resources and partnerships who 

can guide and lead programmers. EE 

space is also very limited at this location, 

no room for gardening or outdoor activities. 

As mentioned in the interview, marketing 

and promoting the program is going to be a 

big issue, as with any new program. 

Funding/budget: little experience with EE 

programs means a lot of uncertainty when 

planning for EE programs (ex. Cost of 

materials, instructors)

Lack of partners: no partners to propose 

ideas and no in-house programmers who are 

knowledgeable of EE

Space: can’t access nearby parks or many 

outdoor spaces.

Staff time: programs are at capacity and 

many are long running and popular so they will 

need to be cut out for new dedicated EE 

programs.

Demographic: needs to be family accessible- 

ex. All ages or adults + complimentary child 

minding

Transportation accessibility: Parking is 

limited.

Easily accessible by locals, but can be difficult 

for people coming from outside the area, as 

driving and parking is a hassle. Transit is decent 

at best. 

There is a growing homeless population in the 

area that is becoming somewhat of a concern. 

Public parks and green space are not easily 

accessible from the CC. The field behind the CC 

belongs to the school, and cannot be freely used 

as public space. 

Instructor costs being charged to the CC when 

contractors are doing the teaching. This is one of 

the factors that makes it difficult for some 

programs to break even. 

Opportunities 

(identified by 

programmers)

Grants are availble for this community centre as long 

as a well defined proposal is put together. Having staff 

training for programmers to implement EE where they 

see fit. False creek has had good success with past 

partnerships, they are open to suggestions for future 

partnerships as well. Lastly, they have satelite camps 

for elementary schools that they have found to be 

beneficial when they are able to move their 

programming away from their centre. Would like to 

see additional childrens programming to include 

gardening, allow the kids to nuture something to watch 

it grow and eventually consume. Additional 

programming onto their kayak programs tour around 

the island to talk about the history of Granville island.

Resource platform- create a database in 

which programmers can go to for external 

partnership contact information or have 

leaders and instructors who are in the know 

and how to get the ball rolling. 

Incorporating environmental education 

to current programming with more social 

events for example introducing some 

background information with hula dancing 

through stories. Interested in: gardeners of 

the community as well as marine ecology 

education

Adding EE activities to existing 

programming: daycamps, “Make it Mondays”- 

drop-in arts programming that could be more 

EE focused, woodworking to make bird or bat 

houses.

Interested in: community or balcony 

gardening, family-oriented hands-on arts 

programs (ex. Bird week programming: bird-

friendly window painting, bird house making), 

more youth programming

With some coordination with the high school, the 

field out back can be used.

Can work with the nearby schools to bring in talks, 

although this is usually covered by the Ecology 

Centre already. Parent interest is very important 

here.

Potential gardening workshop that collaborates 

with the school.

Opportunities 

(identified by us)

Potential EE, having the meeting location for 

programs at a different spot than their cc to encourage 

more participation. 

Interview Summary
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Community Center False Creek Coal Harbour Yaletown Roundhouse West End

What does EE mean to you? Outdoors, the land, the atmosphere. Education on 

our immediate environment- our facilities, homes etc.

The reduction of emissions, through things like 

biking instead of driving

Is EE highly valued in the community? Depends on how we program it also depends on the 

board

Yes, Valued by the community center! Interest in hands-

on CC activities

No, it’s hard to do community activities when a lot of 

community members are working people, transient and/or 

renting but not interested in the CCs and community 

building.

If it was possible its something high on the list (rather than 

ex. Pool, exercise gym, rink -- which are not part of the 

Roundhouse identity or focus)

Yes and no. There is definitely interest, but 

they are limited in several things.

Examples: limited space for gardening activities

There are lots of bike lanes in the area, and 

biking is easy for many. Local students don’t 

really need to drive, as the community is very 

walkable. Being downtown, it’s becoming 

increasingly common that driving licenses are 

being obtained later and later (in terms of age)

1. Do you already offer environment-related or 

outdoor learning programs or events at your 

community centre? If so, please describe. Refer 

to criteria if needed.

Currently they do not, they only have 

various outdoor activities but nothing with 

a focus on environmental education. 

One programmer uses existing food from 

the fridge for snack time rather than going 

to buy new food. 

See the Hastings community center as an 

example.

A couple years back: Bee-keeping (Douglas park 

community centre)

Gardening club @ Douglas

Walking groups

Walk with an indigenous guide (Stanley park) (done 

with the ecology centre last year)

Bird in residence(bird-watching) (year round)

How to become a smart vegetarian?

Rock painting/ rock design for their annual festival 

leading up to the walks for reconciliation

o   Directed more towards kids and families

Summer and Spring camps- scavenger hunt outside 

and they do walks in Stanley park in the summer

o   Hook up with the ecology centre

o   Looking to include more indigenous aspects into 

the camp (most likely environmental related)

Kinder kids- curriculum requires part to be outdoor 

and have active play

o   Only a portion of that program

“Walk and Roll” (registerable and free)

Historical + nature walk around Yaletown

“Roll” part is for wheelchair accessibility

Demographic = 55+

Registration= mostly full

“Make it Mondays” (registerable drop-in)

Demographic: Family program for mostly younger children 

and parents to make art together

Instructor does try to use recycled materials but there is no 

intended environmental programming

Bird Week (collection of events and programs)

Bird stilt chorus class is offered this year but it’s art related

In the past: there was a public art project on the windows 

of Roundhouse to prevent bird collisions

In the past

After school art program with Elsie Roy elementary 

school, instructor made art using materials found in nature 

or recycled

“Sustenance”- lessons of growing things (was on hiatus 

for a long time, and now will be available in the near 

future)

Corkit project- Emily Carr artist partnered with 

Roundhouse to get visitor to donate corks and design 

planters for your balcony. The project never took off 

though.

Day camps visiting fieldhouses and connecting with 

nature

Music making workshop - using collected sticks to make 

music

Why there is so few EE programs:

It’s easier to do one-off contracted programs versus long-

term programming

Gardening education

Stanley Park Walks and neighborhood walks

Seminars run by the Stanley Park Ecology 

Society

Running groups that are set to begin in April

Bike workshops, these are slightly harder to 

run due to funding and other issues

a) What demographics do these programs 

serve?

N/A – Don’t have any programming       Adults mostly but demographics wise there are a 

lot of young families in the area so there are a great # 

of children too

·             Formal educational programs should be for 

adults

o   Have to spin it with something fun for the kids

Seniors and children Wide variety, a majority of the population are 

younger families

Local schools have seen growth

Working adults, seniors

Lower income senior population is roughly ¼

Notable amount of single parents that frequent 

the CC

Full Interview Data
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Community Center False Creek Coal Harbour Yaletown Roundhouse West End

b) Has registration or attendance been good for 

environment-related programming or events?

N/A – Don’t have any programming Not a great # of programs offered but gardening 

seems to have the largest # of registration members

Very good for gardening

Others also have a decent attendance rate

This means roughly ~15 for paid programs, 

~30 for free.

There is definitely capacity for more in terms of 

space

Sometimes way too many people sign up for 

free programs, and then they don’t show up

Some programs are paid, not with the purpose 

of earning a profit, but to limit the amount of 

people who sign up, only to not show up. 

2. What ability do you have to deliver 

environment-related programming? Think in 

terms of staff time, materials and information, 

partnerships, etc.

Come up with a plan to bring to board of 

directors. 

They have staff time to include these, 

Materials would depend on the type of 

programming it is

They would need additional information in 

order to ensure they meet the 

environmental education criteria 

Up for creating additional partnerships but 

currently have one with a hotel

Seniors safe walk programs

Unsure about resources

 Partnership with ecology centre LOW ability due to role of staff and lack of partners

Partners usually propose a good idea to the recreational 

programmers to set-up, advertise etc

In general there aren’t many partners who propose ideas 

to them and they don’t have the contacts for providers of 

EE.

Arts programmers have more EE partners and contacts 

but these are shorter events rather than registerable 

programs.

Access to outdoors? But Limited

They do have the access to a small patch of grass outside 

(although it’s not used currently) but not to larger parks 

(ex. David Lam park and more).

Can do walks around seawall

Partnerships with Village Vancouver, West 

End Food Network

Non-profit grant-based

Able to deliver these programs as long as there 

is interest, and as long as it makes financial 

sense (not result in a net loss)

“Generally understaffed”, but there is no 

shortage of staff in this regard. 

3. Are there any groups or individuals in your 

network or neighbourhood who can offer EE or 

outdoor programs?  If so, who?

Currently working on a scavenger hunt 

with a hotel but nothing with specific 

environmental education

 West end Community Centre. 

Family Park Ecology 

Centre Gardening groups?

Did not know any and could not identify them.

Perhaps the arts programmers could share contacts with 

them?

Demographics that Roundhouse could offer EE to

Elsie Roy Elementary school is closeby and Roundhouse 

would like to do a lot more programs/community projects 

with them

Youth/Teens!!! Targeting the teen demographic is a huge 

emergent topic at Roundhouse and they’re working on 

expanding programs for them

Family/community-wide project-- to connect members in a 

family around a creative/life-skill/fun EE activity

Village Vancouver

West End Food Network

HUB (funding restricted)

Wanted to do a bike workshop, but could not 

break even

A larger subsidy would help to balance the 

costs

Stanley Park Ecology (dependent on weather 

and their availability)

4. What interest exists at your centre for 

environment-related programs, if any? This 

information might come from word-of-mouth, 

feedback forms, board members, community 

members, etc.

They are trying to go paperless by having 

hand dryers for bathrooms, reducing the 

number of physical programs they print 

and in general using less paper. Their 

issue with using hand dryers is that the 

older demographic has a hard time 

noticing the dryers and understanding 

how to use them.

Doesn’t seem to have interest to learn 

more about certain environmental pieces 

from the community members at this time. 

People mostly enjoy sports, outdoor rec, 

yoga is a big one there.

The center itself is aware of some of the 

deficits for the community center waste 

contributions but doesn’t seem to be any 

desire from the public for this at this point. 

No survey has been conducted at this 

point but would be a beneficial place to 

begin to gauge interest for this specific 

community center. 

All depends on board members- they would know 

what’s best

More recently there has been a bigger demand from 

community members and board/community center staff of 

outdoor activities and gardening!

Using underused places like the grassy area south of the 

community center

Community is fairly involved

No explicit interest for environment-related 

programs, but is more than accepting of these 

programs

Interest in a running group, proposed by 

community member

Likely to take place in April

Full Interview Data (cont.)
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Community Center False Creek Coal Harbour Yaletown Roundhouse West End

5. Have you experienced any challenges in 

trying to develop and deliver environment-

related or outdoor programming? If so, please 

describe. Challenges might include funds, staff 

time, registration, accessibility, lack of partners, 

etc.

The lack of land has been an issues for 

this community center, they do not own 

any of the land so need to get approval to 

build things such as gardens on the area, 

not as easy to add infrastructure relative to 

other CC’s. They have no control, a 

contract needs to be drafted and a 

partnership agreement. 

Staff can be an issue when compared to 

other CC’s, like Hastings having full time 

staff to accommodate for their 

programming. 

False creek only has 4 full time staff but 

have a bunch of auxillaries.  

In general outdoor programming is good, 

only challenge is finding 

Funding: Not a problem because the 

outdoor programs are all funded by a 

grant so EE programs could follow the 

same route. 

Registration for certain water programs 

(kayaking) is tough because of the fee 

associated with taking the water safety 

training course. 

If programs need to happen off site they 

generally will rent a school bus, this really 

only applies to summer camps they run.

Partnering with schools to do satellite 

programs so their instructors can go to 

the schools rather than having kids go to 

the CC. 

#1 challenge is marketing and promoting the 

program

Lack of budget/ambiguity

Depends on what the instructors want to bring so budget 

is an ambiguous variable (ex. Arts with recycled things is 

cheap versus gardening which requires more resources)

Registration demographics

Programs need to be family accessible

There are barriers for parents to sign up for activities if 

there isn’t complementary child minding, no one wants to 

leave their kids at home so if parents and children can 

both sign up for the program its better!

Funds

Costs of instructors, materials

EE is only possible if the prices can stay low

Space

There are a few small rooms inside the CC but it is limited.

Parks board ownership vs Roundhouse ownership and 

who will pay for use of that park space

They are interested in replanting/moving the trees south of 

the

Existing programs

They are at capacity and programs (that are very long 

running and popular) but something will need to be cut 

out.

Lack of partners

As mentioned above

In general there aren’t many partners who propose ideas 

to them and they don’t have the contacts for providers of 

EE.

Arts programmers have more EE partners and contacts 

but these are shorter events rather than registerable 

programs.

Partners:	

Good to have one or two of each, bad to have 

too many, as that puts unnecessary pressure 

on the contractors and sours the relationship

A pretty good number of partners at the 

moment, a few more would be nice, but West 

End is not hurting for partners

Accessibility is good for locals, not so good for 

others coming from outside the area (parking 

and driving is bad, transit is decent at best)

Staffing: generally understaffed, lost more than 

gained in the past few years. Programming is 

doing okay for now. 

6. Are there accessibility challenges specific to 

your neighbourhood that might prevent a 

successful EE or outdoor program? For 

example, mobility, parking, transit, location, 

discrimination and personal safety, language, 

etc.

Yes to Mobility, Parking, Transit and 

Location 

Mobility due to all the seniors on their 

scooters, large and struggle fitting through 

doors. Most seniors like to walk to the 

location but not at night. Just did a joint 

partnership with “Walk and Be Seen” for 

seniors to feel more confident walking at 

night. Was done in conjunction with 

Westside Seniors hub.  The hub Applied 

for a grant for this program.

Parking is awful because Granville island 

is such a tourist destination that it is 

always busy and difficult to find parking.

Transit doesn’t go right to the CC so 

people have to walk from the stop to get 

their, which equally makes it as difficult to 

get to other locations from the CC with 

groups for programming purposes.

Location is very busy, have had issues 

with break-ins, but generally no incidents.

Don’t have issues with discrimination, 

personal safety and language – for 

seniors

·             Parking is a huge issue because it’s all paid

·             Accessibility for seniors is a huge challenge 

as well- cross walk lights not long enough for seniors

o   Why they don’t see a huge population of seniors 

at coal harbor CC except for the ones that live VERY 

CLOSE to the centre

Parking/transit/location

Very dense here due to towers and there is limited 

parking!

Accessible means it needs to stay at an affordable price!

The programmers said that all of these challenges are an 

issue for them

Parking is an issue

There is no real language barrier that exists, as 

almost everyone has no problem 

communicating in english 

Growing homeless population in the area, 

somewhat concerned

Full Interview Data (cont.)
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Community Center False Creek Coal Harbour Yaletown Roundhouse West End

7. What existing groups do you work with or 

programs do you run that you could add an 

environmental or outdoor element to? How 

would you do this? For example, taking a park 

walk with the seniors group more often or using 

“eco” materials in an art class.

Run birthday parties at the community 

center, eliminated plastic for these events.

Kayaking and canoeing adding an EE 

component to this

Easter egg hunt – using reusable eggs

Family Day Crafts to incorporate EE

Reading Circle

Writers Group 

Would rather adding to existing 

programing than adding new 

programming. 

Boothing during large events and busy 

days 

Crafting projects with EE

      Would rather come up with new programming but 

could see it being incorporated in with more social 

activities for example kinder kids

·             Could possibly incorporate some 

background information with hula dancing through 

stories that are told

“Make it Mondays” (registerable drop-in)

Demographic: Family program for mostly younger children 

and parents to make art together

Instructor could promote use of recycled materials more 

often

Daycamps for elementary school students

More outdoor excursions ex. To learn about pollinators on 

a bee farm

Woodworking/Hands-on making

Because they’re the only CC with woodworking available 

they could do projects like making bird houses or bat 

houses

They would like this to be youth accessible too

A seniors group walk outside is definitely 

doable

There is a field out back that belongs to the 

school

Some coordination with the school could allow 

them to use the field.

Eco materials for an art class is something they 

can look at

Can tell contractors to pick out more eco 

friendly things (materials) as usually the 

contractor is the instructor 

8. What other EE programs or events are you 

aware of that you think could work at your 

centre?  They might have been at schools, 

neighbourhood houses, other community 

centres or other cities, etc.

Would love to have a garden to help kids 

learn how to grow something on their 

own. Then get to eat it once it has grown.

Kayak around the island to talk about the 

history of the development of the island. 

Hastings CC is one that they would like to 

model their center after. 

·             Gardeners of the community is one that she 

would like to do

·             Marine ecology education (safety in mind 

this would be for adults)

Eastside community centers (trout lake, brittania) are really 

trendy and inspiring ex. Gardening programs and 

environmental consciousness

Community gardens!!

There was a repeated interest in community gardens 

around the center and also connected down false creek.

They would like it to all be community-made: from seeds 

to harvesting and cooking classes or selling them

Balcony gardening

Storywalks (Silvia heard about this from a conference)- 

where families go on a nature walk and stop along the 

way to read one page of a storybook.

Basket weaving!

Mosaic making

Bird-house making for kids in connection with Birds Week 

and to be put on display

Bird-friendly window designs/paintings- as an all ages 

community project!

Easy to work with the Coal Harbour CC, as 

that’s fairly close by

“Sister” community centres

Can work with nearby high school and 

elementary school

Recently, not very much interaction, but the 

schools are usually very willing to participate

Parent interest is important

Stanley Park Ecology already does most of 

this, actually

Gardening workshop at school could work. 

Library has interesting workshops as well

Usually try to coordinate in order to not overlap 

programming

9. What would most help you to offer more or 

better EE or outdoor programming?

Training would be helpful to learn what EE 

and outdoor programming they can do.

Sits on a steering community so if some 

sort of structure is provided to them with a 

plan it is something that they could create 

in the future. 

·             RESOURCES RESOURCES 

RESOURCES

·             Leaders and instructors that are in the know 

who can get it going as opposed to creating it from 

the ground up

·             Database where resources are available 

See Challenges section Funding: See HUB (bike workshop)

HUB model does not allow CC to break even 

after costs. Subsidies would help a lot with this. 

Instructor cost shouldn’t be charged to CC 

when the contractor (HUB) is doing the 

teaching

Parks board can push for more funding

Connect CC to more 

contractors/partners/service providers

Other Notes: Other general info: Serves the baby 

boomer generation, they tend to complain 

about the cost of the programming 

already. Struggle with change, ultimately 

don’t like change. 

See the Hastings community center as a 

reference for environmental education, 

they have their own garden area that they 

make food with and serve to the 

community. Have their own garden 

coordinator and sanctuary across the 

street from their location. Has a lot of 

younger families involved. Run programs 

out of the sanctuary. 

Other thoughts group training based on 

location type, ie group ones with more 

urban together, residential together etc. 

Recommendations for us from the programmers

A database/resource list of environmental education 

contacts or organizations that would be willing to partner 

with community centers

Capacity for longer-term registrable programming that 

coincides with art programmers events and workshops 

because they have connections across more community 

centers and have more access to partners

Recommendations/next steps for this project/study

Speak with Roundhouse arts programmers of the ACE 

team about their contributions to providing and promoting 

environmental education.

Comments from Christa:

The programmers knew very little about EE or what EE 

was as there are few EE programs currently offered as 

registrable (drop-in, single session, many sessions) 

programs or activities

At roundhouse there is a division between recreational 

programmers who do registerable programs (Silvia and 

Valerie) and arts programmers who organize week to year 

long programs (ex. Artists in residence, art displays, 

Talking Stick festival) that often have workshops or events 
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